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A FE / mall Traf, is an Apprehen- 
. 

SSSS9 ſion of ſome general Miſtakes 
among the Common People, relating to 
the Government ; as alſo the Uncom- 


mon Induſtry of thoſe which occafion 


them Miſtakes, are many and fla- 


grant. And that which concerns the 
Bill now under Conſider ation, for a New 
Exciſe, is notorious to every Impartial 
Enquirer. Before I was better 3 
ed, I was under the ſame Miſtake. 

know my Sentiments will be hard = 
many to digeſt ; bus I care not for that; 
A 2 it 
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it is as — my Bufineſs as any one's; 
and it is the Part of every. one to endea 
vour the Welfare of their Country. I 
am not in a Capacity to be the Subject „ | 
any one's Envy, or. Revenge. I have 
ſeen a Couple of rrifling Pamphlets againſs 
the Bill which concerns Tobacco; but 
for it I have not ſeen or heard of any. 
I declare my ſelf an Equal Well. wiſber 
o the Increaſe of Trade, as of the Peace 
of the Nation; and at the ſame Time 
eſteem it as neceſſary, that aWay be found 
to render the Hardſbips of our Trade as 
equal and general, as may be, to eve 
2 trading Subje in the Nation. Nor- 
is it leſs to the Advantage of the Kings * 
dom in general, that Care be talen to F 
ſecure to His Majeſty his Neceſſary Suß⸗ 
plies, which of late have been, many of 
them, pretty freely diſpens'd with to 
different Purpoſes, and which no Wa ay 
contribute ro a Jair „ 
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| REFLECTIONS 


ON /THE 


pPreſent Cox Duc 
OF THE 


POPULACE, &e: 


5 is a Maxim common among 
ius, That of /w0 different Opi- 
WM: nions, that which is held by a 
JANE) Party having the Majority, is 
moſt likely to be valid. But it 

doth not always hold good, and is even 
frequently otherwiſe, eſpecially among Per 
ſons of the lower Kind: But in reſpect to 
the National Miniſtry, or Perſons of the _ 
Firſt Degree, we 3 very cautiouſly to 


en. 


cenſure the Opinihas, or Atts of the Mas 
jority. ' Nevertheleſs, | nothing is more 
common, as is ſufficiently apparent in our 
Days, than for the Commonalty to imbibe 
and run away with N otions ridiculous and 

unreaſonable. 8 * 

Concerning the late Dr. : 
it was tlie Opinion of the Majority in che 
Adminiſtration, and of all the Impartial, 
even in that Reign, that he was really 
guilty of the Crimes laid to his Charge; 
while, by the common ignorant Part of 
the whole Nation, hè was not only treat- 
ed as an Innocent Perſon, but in a man- 
ner ador d, and more reſpected, than a 
Man of the moſt juſt Behaviour can de- 
ſerve. On the other hand, the Conduct of 
the Vulgar is equally ridiculous now, 
there being as unreaſonable a Forwardneſs 
to condemn the Innocent, as formerly to 
clear the Guilty, by the perpetual Inſtiga- 
tions of reſtleſs ambitious Perſons. We 
are running out of the Way, and beſide 
the Mark, as much as poſſibly we can; 
and with a Reſolution too of lending no 


Ear to "Ry Thing that hath the leaſt Ten- 
dency 


(39 
dency to Truth and Juſtice. That which 
is wanting in Nature, is ſufficiently made 


up to moſt by Art, to make them 


eſtabliſnꝰd Votaries to Wberance and Ob. 
ſtinacy. Every Subject may undoubted- 


ly have the ſame Freedom of Thought, as 
of Words, and Actions too, ſo it be with 
a due Regard to Sovereignty, to Peace, 


and the Welfare of the Nation. There is no 
ſuch Thing as coming at the Right of 


Things, without a due impartial Conſide- 
ration; nor of Doing, or Speaking juſtly, 
and retain at the ſame Time a careleſs, 


unbounded Liberty of Speech or Action; 
than which nothing is more common, and 
by which we have frequent Diſcoveries 


of Things every Way unreaſonable, un- 


grateful, and ſometimes that which in Rea- 


lity is worſe. 


As Sovereignty and Subjection i is of Ne- 


ceſſity to be obſery'd in every orderly 


Nation; and as Governments are in gene- 
ral appointed by the Decree, and ſuſtain'd 


by the Indulgence of Heaven, and are the 
very Centre of all Order; we ought rea- 
| dily t to > contribute to their peaccable Exiſ- 


L We] = tcnce, 
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gainſt them; and to have a more peculiar 
Regard to that particular Supreme Legiſla- 
ture, under whoſe Direction we live. Con- 
eerning ſuch Deſpenſations as we may pri- 
vately imagine remiſs, we are to uſe our 
utmoſt Care in our Cenſures, that we give 
no Seditious Examples, leſt we prophane 
Things ſacred, or, in other Words, bid 
Defiance to the Decree of Heaven, by op- 
| poking the Powers that are ardain d of 
Gop. = 
As Ii imagine « our IVY Gn to F 
be reigning by the Decree of Heaven, fo * 
ought I to behave. my ſelf toward him, and 
Rais Miniſtry, in a Way agreeable thereto; 
giying all poſſible Preference to. them who 
have much at Heart, our Welfare, and 
who are eſtabliſh'd for the Currection of 
Evil. doers, and for the n * 1 
them that do well. 3 1 


Let thoſe 8 anſwer it as har 3 
arc able, either to Gop, or Man, who are 


conſtantly employ'd for the fomenting of 
Strife and Sedition againſt a Government, 
chat hath always made the Good and Trans 
quility 


* e pg Pepe 


(5) 
ty of the People heir greateſt Aim. 
Feche Midſt of Oppreſton, we could do no 


more than complain; but in the Midſt of 


Peace, and ynder every poffible Enjoy- 
ment, and under the mildeſt Uſage, to 


complain, is prepoſterous “ And to ſum- 


mons all the diſloyal, diſcontented Per- 


Z 'fons, and Men of defperate Fortunes, to a 


"#0 


Combination in Complaints, ſeems as though 


3 
8 BS 4 „ 
1 there Were in ſuch, farther V1 1ews than 
"8 * a y . 
+ * 
= 
* 


are commonly pretentled. We arc 


3 now under the Guidance of the beſt 


eftabliſh'd Laws under Heavens; and it is 


Complaints, that ſome New Laws, of the 


moſt wholeſome Kind to the Subject; have 


. been enacted, in the latter, and preſent 


Reigns, and by the cautious prudent Ad- 
vice of the Principal Perſons in the pre- 


A ſent Miniſtry. A conſiderable Part of our 
f 3 Complaints conſiſts of the Want of T; rade, 
and the Malti tude of Taxes. It is not al- 
ways in the Power of the Adminiftration 


9 | to increaſe T rade, or to make Times bet- 
ter, eſpecially when thoſe Perſons which 
ſhew the moſt Diſcontent do all they can 


to 


2 6) 
to binder it; and as a Part of our Wealth 
too, is charitably diſpos'd of towards the 
. Maintenance of a Perſon. abroad; and 
where there is not wanting in thoſe com- 


* 
C mon Diſtur bers a Will to br ing us 8 in Rea- 


lity into that Slavery, of which wn now 
ws complain, 1 0 9 

Our Legiſlature can do no more n = 
is Encouragement of Trade, than tomake ® 
ſuch Laws as are moſt beneficial thereto. 4 


- If we have too many P eople of the moſt 1 


unprofitable Kind in the N ation, or too 


many of. each Employment, who can help 


it? Or if we of the Common Claſs do all 


that lies in our Power to hurt jt, and to 4 


. oppreſs one another, which are real Truths, 


why ſhould. we blame the Government? 
It is evidently for want of Order among 


our ſelves, and Honeſty to one another, 
that we ſuffer many Inconveniencies in 
Trade. Lock into the Laws made within 
theſe Eighteen Vears, and ſee if in that 
Compaſs of Time, in all the former Reigns 


there have been a Set of Laws more adap- * 


ted to the Increaſe of Trade than thoſe 
are. If we haye many Taxes, which it is 
=; + 0 


CI 


certain we have, we have more to pay 
out of them, beſides: the National ' Debts, 
which has lain much at the Hearts of His 
Preſent and late Majeſty. Beſides, the 
Actions of our diſcontented Gentlemen 
have of late Vears contributed to no in- 
XZ conſiderable Expence, ſuch as pretend 
for having better Times, together with ſome- 
thing elſe, if it lay in their Power. | 
$ The Money rais'd for our National Oc- 
caſions need not be grievous to us, eſpe- 
cilally as it is done by our own Conſent, 
and as there is not a ſingle Penny either 
rais'd or expended, but is to be account- 
ed for at the Pleaſure of our Repreſenta- 
tives, whom we intruſt with the Whole of 
q our Fortunes. But if we were to mind 
the Voice of the Populace at this Time, 
woe are to believe our Royal Family, and 
te Prime Miniſter (as having not only a 
Will, but alſo a Power, without Controul) 
1 intend to fill their Coffers with the Sub- 
3 gy Money. The Integrity, Generoſity, and 
Candour of that Right Honourable Gentle- 
man, which is now by every one to be 
call'd in Queſtion, has been too well try'd 
to 
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to be diſputed by every honeſt . 
Engliſbmar, in a Time of Danger; and un- 


der a precarious Adminiftration, he ſtoad | 
a firm unſhaken Votary to Juſtice, Liberty, 


and the Proteſtant Religion: Beſide all this, 
which is a ſolid Truth, it were fooliſn to 


imagine, a Gentleman oleh a Station, to J 


have a Deſire to oppreſi the Subjects, or 
to di vide the Prince from the People. But 


the Contradictions of our Murmurers are 
ſo unwiſely contriv?d- of late, as renders i 


them obvious to every Beholde. 


We ſhould be very back ward in enter. 
taining unjuſt Conceits againſt a Gentle- 
man, that hath for many Years been an ac- 
tive Servant to his Country, and that hath : 
born on his Shoulders the heavieſt, and 
moft unthankful Part in the Ai fen 1 


tion. But it's to me an indiſputable Truth, 


2 1 have fim ae, thai the * 
Grievance, as pretended, againſt this Cen- 
tleman, is not all, nor near the Matter: 2 5 
And without any Heſitation, I will venture 4 


to affirm, that certain Gentlemen of parti- 
cular Views, have deſign d rather to wound 
his Majeſty, through the Sides of that 


Mini- 3 { 


(9) 


1 © Miniſter: It can never be, that a Prejudice. 
» = | againſt a Subjeck, though an eminent one, 
can be carry d to that Heighth, as it ap- 
1, pears to be in ſome, meerly for the fake of 
Ja little ridiculous Knyy. | 
It's only a fallacious Parador, to declare 
Love to the Prince, and Hatred to his faith- 
" © ful Miniſters ;, and ſuch as are found ſo to 
, Je, are not a a few in the Kingdom, only 
© want an Opportunity of ſhewing themſelves 
in their true Colours, and of doing what 
| 1 Lies to be hoped, they will neyer be able 
to do: Nor was it for the ſake, or out of 
Love to the late Queen, in the latter Part 
For her Reign, that Fault Was found with 
ſome in that Miniſtry; j but for the ſake 
of and Love to another Perſon and Cauſe. 
1 I cannot help taking Notice of the Stir 
chat hath been for ſeveral Seſſions of Par- 
Yiamenr, about the. Penſion Bill: I would 
not be ſuppoſed to ſignify, but that many 


s, 
to 
10 
* 
* 


re 


=| for that Bill are worthy deſerving Gentle- 
rs men; many Reaſons for its becoming a Law 
my are certainly plauſible ; but we ſhould have 
ad as great a Regard for the right Timing of 
that | a Thing, as fof the Thing itſelf Were 
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| 7 the Cortfivers or thit Bill wot 


their Places: I bene our Happineſs is 


(to) 
Mbie, 1 old be glad + Wee 


have thbbgtit ef ſbeh '% Thing — | 
Years ago: 1 Hope, thete Was ds bitch! 
Wel or Influencing Getithetnen Fothiibt-" | 

as now, atid möfe £66; © But the Di. | 
ate des not atife Tröm tie War öf u 1 5 
free Parliartlerit, for à freer bas tie her Kbblt 
than the preſent; but flom à Wänt öf 2 
Maj otity to thidr bun Ling, unt to frre 
cheir own Purbdfis. 1 World fein ke, 
what thoſe Gentlemen, 'whichate the Bub. Y 
jeas of Tome Peopl Ef Grit "Yo, to-opÞrefs 
or hurt us more, than others would do in 


more compleat in thoſe we have, than in 
any we might have in their ſtead: How: 
ever, it is more ſafe, to keep 'a certain 
Good, than to let it go for what is tincer- 
tain; and by my Conſent, the Bill ſhall re- 


main as it doth: However, till as great an 


Occaſion ſhall offer for i it as hath been former- I | 
ly, and which, I hope, will never be again, 2 
As good Reaſons are given againſt keep- 7 
ing up our preſent Number of Forces, 
as againſt Penſioners ſitting in Parliament: 
O the 


* '.- 


15 11) 
0 the Good! our Ney- -faſhion*d Contri- 
vers would do us, was it in their Power to 
fave our Money, and preſerve us from: a 3 
erpetual Fear, leaſt our potent - Army 
ould get the Power which is the Proper- 
ty of their Maſters! What a Pity tis, they 
are not able to do us ſuch fogular Ser- 
— | I vices, as to leſſen the preſent N umber of 
© Forces, that i if an Inyaſion ſhould happen, 
4 ve might be overcome; or rather, that our 
Second- hand Loyaliſts of the Firſt-Rate, 
«| F $ with their Mobbiſh Brethren, which arc 
| daily animated on Purpoſe, may, with of 
4 without a foreign Aid, attempt our Con 
Fs | ſtitution with Succeſs ! 'E or Goodnch-lake, 
im 4 where lies the great Damage which. is like 
1 4 © to enſue upon the Nation, in keeping up 
4 Y chrcear four thouſand Men! in Pay more than 
* ſuppos d to be neceſſary, and which would 
I. Probably want Buſineſs too, if they were diſ- 
«| 4 Panded? What a ſtrange Difference is there 
. petween People now, and formerly? that 
an a third Part of the Number of Soldiers 
e. which ches been formerly, ſhould ſo affright 
nd endanger us? This Project hitherto, 
b. n been altogether without Succeſs; but 
des, Ca who, 
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who c can tell, among the Variety on foot, 
but ſome one may take. There is, not- 
withſtanding the many Diſparities and Con- 
tradictions in the Manner of propoſing 
our Grievances, ageneral Harmony in them 1 
all, as there is in the Complainants them- | 
ſelves, inaſmuch as they all tend to an- 
ſwer one general and bleſſed Deſigg. 

It is from a conſtant Series of Miſrepre- | 
ſentations concerning the FTranſactions of 
the Government, that fo many are filled 
with ſeditious Principles; and the Eager- 
neſs of the Popularity, to recei ve for Truths, 
all that is told them, with that Tenden cy, 
gives continued and freſh Encouragements, 1 
for ſome Weekly Hackneys to continue 3 
their Employments : But what ſuch would 
have done for Buſineſs of late, had it not 1 
been for the Exciſe Scheme, I. am at aLoſs to 1 
imagine; - and if that ſhould be ſoon over, 3 
as is ſuppos'd, I don't know any Thing | 
whereon they can fo ingeniouſly faſten for 
the Support of the Good Old Cauſe. But F 
we may rejoyce a while on the Thoughts 
of our preſent Victory: The Greatnef of lf 
it, the Sharpneſs of the. late Encounter, 


* 
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the Thanks we are in Gratitude to return 
to our ſturdy Heroes, and the Greatneſs 
of the Bondage from which we are deliverd, 

are great Topicks, and will very well ſerve 


for farther Enlargements.  _, 
I will, for once, give my Senſe of the 


Proceedings of our. Crafty-Foggy Gentle- 
men, from a Suppoſition of their meeting 
together in private Cabals, a ſhort Time 
ago, and with their unanimous Agreement, 
ed E | on the following Reſolutions : 


er- WM as 2 | 
4 J ® That having now an extraordinary Oppor- 
y, | tunity, we improve it to all poſſible Ad- 


vantages for the Increaſe of Sedition, 


Its 7 
91 ; 
ue Faction, and Rebellion. 


11d A 7 
not 4 $ 


II. That as the Scheme for a new Exciſe, 
proceeds from the Grand Object of our 
Envy, we agree to make him the Mark 


er 1 fy - 

= do receive the Diſcharge of their Ammu- 

4 nition, the Effects of Envy, Spleen, 

zt * . inveterate Hatred, Ambition, and 1 

. alt to our inju 

be 1 5 ur d Prince. 

of 

> III. That we make perpetual and | loud Ha- 
7 rangues of a general Oppreſſion and 

the 7 Tyranny. 


. hat 
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IV. That we poſſeſs Tradeſinen with a No+ 
tion of a Standing Amy of Exciſcmen. 


V. T hat we terrify Tradeſinen with N otions 
of a continual Concourſe of Officers, to 
make Surveys by Night, and by Day, 


of being frighted from their Reſt ; of 


breaking, open Doors, Dangers of Rob- 
bers, and cauſing Wannen with Child 
to miſcarry. 1 


VI. That we effectually public en the general 
Injury to be incurred by Tradeſmen, VIS 
the Diſcovery of their Myſteries; which 
Has always been their Nasen and pe- 
culiar Pri viledge. 


VII. That if the Bill do paſs make Procla- 
mation, that a Door is open'd for the 
Entrance of greater Evils, a general Ex- 


ciſe, Plunder, Ruin, and Death to all. 


* 


Trade, and every Tradeſman. 


* 

It's not much to be wondered at, if, as. 
an infamous Author affirms, there be nine- 
ty· nine in a TVET Hundred, againf a New 
Exciſe, 


* 
ike 


x 5). 
Exeiſe, fince ſuch inceſſant and early Con- 
trivances have been on foot for that Pur- 
poſe, and ſince but few amongſt thoſe, but 
are willingly led into Opinions every way 
abſurd, taking Things on Truſt, and in the 
Midſt of Ignorance, ſtiffly maintain what 
firſt is told them, there are ninety- nine to 
a Hundred uncapable of giving two Rea- 
ſons for their Opinion. | 

The prettieſt Imagination of all, halt 
to the preſent-Controverſy,” is that of tel- 
ling the Common People the very Thoughts 
and farther Intentions of the Legiſlature, 
to torment us; if the Bill had paſs'd: By a 


XZ Spirit of Prophecy, undoubtedly, this great 


Diſcovery is made. It is the Property of 
Evil Spirits, to be ever reſtleſs, as in medi- 
tating Miſchief, conſtant. 

But that which is moſt worthy Obſerva- 


tion, is, That a Bill of ſo pernicious a 


Nature, and of ſuch a general ill Conſe- 


> quence to the Trade of the Nation, ſhould 


notwithſtanding paſs the Majority of the 
Houſe. What a Kind of Parliament is ours 
now? Are the Majority of the Lower 
Houſe become Oppreſſors, Madmen, c. 
Cannot they ſee the ill Conſequences of 

oppreſſing 


(16 T 
oppitiBig Tradeſinen, and ſpoiling Trade, 
as well as Mechanicks, Pedlars, or Smug- 
glers? If the Caſe be as tis commonly re- 
ported, I'll ſet down the Majority in Par- 


| lament for a Set of ſuper-annuated Gentle. 


men: It can never be right both Ways: 
However, either they, or the Common 
People, are mad indeed; for which Rea- 
ſon, I ſhall G wherein the Diſtraction 


hes. 
And having the Happineſs to be one e of 


an impartial Enquiry into the Generality 
of Things, I have, as I imagine, let myſelf 


into the Truth relating to the Bill now 
under Conſideration; and am confirm?d in 
my Opinion, that ſuch an Alteration of 
the Duties on Tobacco, as the Bill ſpe- 
cifies, would have a natural Tendency to 
the general Good of Trade, that is, a Pro- 
poſal of no additional Duties, but a Remo- 
val of ſome Part of an old one, calculated 
only to ſecure the Dues of the Crown from 
that extenſive Commodity, and to equalize 
among the Subjects the Chance of a fair 
Trade. This is the main Purport of that 
lamentable Scheme; which, according to 
the 


D 
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common Notion and Outrage of che Peop le, | 
might juſtly be thought to be Fram'd in 
= Hell. 
without inſiſting on the Defrauds com- 
mitted in Tobacco, on the Keys only, 
which are evident enough, I would rather 
make a more general Search into the Mat- 
1 ter, by making it appear, that there are 
1 Variety of Places, as well as Contrivances, 
for that Work. It's but a poor Argument, 
co alledge that a clandeſtine Trade could 
be carry'd on notwithſtanding any Contri- 
voance to prevent it: Which is probable 
enough: But, is there no Difference in Re- 
gard to Care? Would not the Diffe rence 
be apparent, if private Houſes were liable 
to the ſame InſpeQion of Exciſemen, as 
Ships and the Keys are to Cuſtom-Houſe 
Officers? To my certain Knowledge, the 
fair Trader in Tobacco has ſuffer d by the 
Dealers in Run and Stolen Goods: As the 
Caſe now ſtands, one has the Liberty, 
and it's frequently done, of ſelling 2 d. or 
e 34. per Pound cheaper than another, and 
r of getting more by it. If all the Dealers 
it = | W 
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in Tobacco were liable to Surveys, and 
being accountable for what they bought 
and ſold, with the Manner of it, the Caſe 
would be much otherwiſe; which might be 
done without any conſiderable Damage or 
Trouble to the Dealer: No doubt, but 
the Matter is heſt contriy'd in the preſent 7 
Bill; 3 and there are divers Ways whereby 1 
it may be done. Let us only ſuppoſe erer 


ſecond Dealer in Tobacco obliged every three |} 
Months, under a evere Penalty, to lay be- 
fore the Commiſſioners of Exciſe a juſt Ac- 


count of the Goods bought and ſold in that 
Compaſs of Time: By this Means, the King 
might have of each Dealer his juſt and 
equal Dues, 4nd a few Surveys might ſerve 


the Purpoſe. And what mighty Dif- 


culty would it be, to ſet down every 
Evening, the Trauſactious of the Days 
This would be leſs troubleſome to me, 
than to be depriv d ofmy Trade by unfair 3 
Dealers. It is praQticable, and often done 
privately, to convey Tobacco out of Ships 
into Houſes; and although it is a bulky Þ 
Commodity, it's a manifeſt Truth, that 

every k 28 
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every Year great Quantities are thus ma- 
v © naged-: But what would thoſe Perſons do 
J with ſuch Goods, if the New Scheme 
vere to take place? or who would dare to 
buy it, if the Manner of buying it were 
Fro be e for? At preſent, there s no 
1 more to be done, but to get it into ſome con- 
venient Place, and the Danger is oyer, As 
Iinconſiderable a Hand as People may be 
Juppoſed to make in dealing thus in this 
Pulky Commodity, I know of ſeveral that 
F will brag of the Quantities they have thus 
procur'd and ſold ; ſome, by ſtealing, others, 
* by running it. One Man 1n particular, 
1 Which I cannot help believing, told me, 
3 he ſold 1600 Weight of Run Tobacco at 
"ne Lump. Let us only conſider what the 
$ I Duty of 1600 Weight will amount to; and 


Fix 
— 


Ty © 
72 
5 +: finely I ſhould think myſelf N to 
fair loſe the Sale of the like Quantity, and 
one y Cuſtomer ever after, becauſe I cannot, 
ips F, another can, furniſh him with cheap 
ky &cods. If you ask a Man that buys To- 
hat | Þacco for 5d. per Pound, how he ima- 
cry | zines the Seller had it, whea the bare Du- 
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ty amounts to more; he will readily an- 
ſwer, That he has no Buſineſs to care about 
that, for he'll buy his Goods as cheap as 
he can. And ſo he may; and not one in a 
Hundred, but will do the like; nor have 
we any Biſineſs, bs the Calc now ſtands, | 
to enquire into the Matter at all; the Dif- 
ference in the Trade at this Time, is no , 
greater, than for one to give 5 d. per Pound 
for the ſame Commodity, as another gives 
10 d. 4 

Every Scaman in the T obacco-Service, | F 
to make the moſt of his Wages, has been 
always for buying an agreeable Quantiry A 
of Tobacco abroad, to make the beſt Ad- 4 
vantage of it at Home; which he would 
be at a Loſs to do in the accuſtom'd Way, | 
if the Buyer of the Leaf were accountable. ® 
It muſt be allow'd, if ſuch a Trade might Þ 
be admitted, it would be Pity but thoſe 


Seamen had the Advantage, who take 
much Pains for what they get; but what one 


may do, ten thouſand may do, and every | 
Man in the Kingdom ; therefore it may : 
not beallowd to any. 7 
In Wines, the clandeſtine Part is play'd | ; 
to a more conſiderable Advantage, than $ 
that 
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chat of Tobacco, notwithſtanding there 
Fo may be none run or ſtolen throughout the 
X Kingdom in ſeven Years. But the Incon- 
veniencies incurred by this Commodity, 
are the Conſequence of the Works of thoſe 
dark Places the Cellars. The continual and 
vaſt Mixtures of Cyder, and other Com- 
Þ modities more unwholeſome, with that 
2 which has paid a Duty, is notoriouſly evi- 
dent. It's not at all to be diſputed, when 
P Ja Gentleman calls for a Bottle of Wine at a 
Tavern, Sc. he pays its due Price, as 
X Wine that hath paid its Duty. Should not 
the Commodity then bt agrecable to its 
price? Let the Mixtures be ever ſo whole- 
ſome, no Matter for that; tho' perhaps it's 
not always ſo neither: But Pll not willing- 
iy pay for what I have nat, or, perhaps, 
four Times the Value of it; nor ſhould L 
I willingly give for Britiſþ Brand y, the 
Price of French ; or for Small-Becr, the 
Price of Strong. A to the beſt of 
my Judgment, it would be uſeful, to put 
2 Stop to theſe Irregularities in Wines, as 
well as thoſe belonging to Tobacco, nor ean 
I, for the — propos d, but imagine the 
Promoters 
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Promoters of a Scheme to prevent ſuch - 
Frauds, deſerve the Commendation of every 
honeſt Perſon in the Kingdom. 
The Scare-Crow Inventions of our Cun- 
ning-Ones, to ſet People a madding, will 
not do with every body; they entirely 
Joſe their Succeſs with ſome, as it may be 
hop'd, they will with every body in Time, 
that are willing to make the beſt of their 
Reaſon. The conſtant procuring Permits and 
Night-Surveys, are frightful Things to 
think of, it's certain; for all Second Dea- 
lers, or Cutters of Tobacco, Permits are 
neceſſary to ſend away with Goods of any 


conſiderable Quantity; yet not withſtand- 
ing this, and all other Grievances that can 
be nam'd, a ſufficient Amends would be 
made for them all by the propoſed Scheme, 
in the Conſequences that would follow. But 
who are they that are to be diſturbed in the ? 
Night, except thoſe that work? And whoare 
they, werethe Truth known, that have been 
full of Complaints againſt Exciſe-Officers 
for Time paſt, but ſuch as have been moſt 


guilty. If a juſt Scrutiny could be made 


Into the Affair, it would appear, to one 
Injury 


( 23) 
Injury incurr'd by an Exciſeman, fifty 
Defrauds have been committed upon the 
| Ducs of the Crown. Pll appeal to the 
Brewers and . Diſtillers of London, than 
which there are but few finer Employ- 
ments, whether any Trouble is evcr given 
by the Exciſe, to the real Prejudice of 
Z their Buſineſs? Indeed, ſuſpicious Perſons 
are narrowly look?d into, as they ought 
to be. As the Caſe is now, without an 

new Order in the Exciſe, there is ſcarce a 
3 private Houſe in the Kingdom, but upon 
3 la ſtrong Suſpicion, is liable to the Inſpec- 
1 tion of either Exciſemen, or Officers of the 
Cuſtom-· Houſe. Are any of the Employ- 
Enents now under the conſtant Inſpection of 
Exciſemen, fearful of having their My- 
Iſteries diſcover'd? or was there ever ſuch 
n Thing thought of before ? There's a great 
"= Myſtery in Brewing, in Diſtilling, in 
Making Soap or Candles, and mores too, 
1 han in Tobacco. The fame Arguments 
vill equally hold good againſt all Exciſes 
Treten as are brought againſt that un- 
der Conſideration: And it would certainly 
Wit eaſier on Tradeſmen of many Kinds, if 
there 
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Poffible, to be made equal Sharers in the 


3 Crown, would be much augmented, were 


ſpects, fuch would be Gainers ; ſome Du-þ 
ties which lic Hardeſt on the Poor might 
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there were been for none: But as the 
- Matter is with us, we ought, as much 2s 


"Diſadvantages, as well as the Alvanciges 
- of Trade. 
The Profits accruing Yealy to the 


the Schemes concerning Tobacco and M ine 
to take Place; yet no Fair Trader would 
be any ways a | Sulfcrer, but in many Re. 


be entirely taken off, and the Government 
ſtill a Gainer. By which we may ſee wha 
a Trade there has been drove, equally 
prejudicial to King and Subjects. There 
are many fair Dealers in Tobacco, as I 
ſuppoſe” there are fome in Mies but i 


more dy, they are liable to de batch 
undger-ſold, and ruin'd into the Bargain | 
notwithſtanding the Pains daily taken tl 3 
keep themifrtvws upon the Old Lay. Th 
Juſtneſs of the Cauſe I have been pleading 0 
is as clear to me as the Sun at Noon- day 
and every impartial Trader i in the King 

| don 


1 ee i. eh be bene ahr 
ene judiciany into the true 
4 ak- „ Men to run Haftily into N 
Way c mad be witch Multitude- 
The Wildbm' of our Parliament is 5 
pätenti) Freat, in deferring ihe . 
Bill to a longer Time than uſual, for a 


ſnd Hearing, ' notwithſtahding: thee be. 


} ſett of the Bill for the Sandtion of a Law. 
2 Aud although ' the Right of Petitioning® 
belongs to the meaneſt Subject in the 
Kingdom, Sur Caballing Gelen ſheould* 


nent diſtinguiſh between Petitioning, and Ridt- 
bal ing, or Infulting!! "Muſt! Gur Parliament, 


or any Matibie thereof; be obligd to 
follow the DiQates of a Mob, or elſe to 
endanger Life. or Limb ? May not this 

be eſteem'd a worthy, Precedent for fu uture 
> | Times? Thus may. it as well be in any, 
er Cf if a certain Party of Mea . 
in! ſhould diſlike a Matter under Conlidera- 
un, it muſt be therefore; laid down: It 


would be confider' d, how, injurious it 


may prove to the Peace of the Nation 
in general, to encourage Mobs; we have 
too many already forward enough of 
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by our future Conduct, We i 
ontinue in the Enjoyment. of that Baue 
hien we have Jong enjoy'd.. And it ig 
A a hearty With, that an. Alteration © 
be made in the Duties. s. belonging ma 7 
Himes and Tobaccoes, that His Majeſty; ; | 
may have the Benefit; of his Juſh Nugsgo 7 
_— Subjects may have a general.; * 
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